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Abstract: This paper attempts to answer some theoretical questions of corpus-based language studies. Three theoreti-
cal considerations are addressed to capture the nature of corpus linguistics. 1) Is Corpus Linguistics an independent
branch under the umbrella of linguistics? 2) What can corpus data offer to linguists? and 3) What kind of research
that Corpus Linguistics should be? Answers to the three theoretical questions will conduce to a fuller understanding of
the nature of corpus-based language studies and their development.
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