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Abstract: From the perspectives of argument structure and figure—ground configuration the present study focuses on verb-di—
rectional constructions ( VDCs) and aims to explore the acquisition of VDCs by Chinese EFL learners in their spoken English
narratives and potential L1 Chinese influence. Arguments and figure/ground were manually annotated for the spoken English
narratives by Chinese EFL learners spoken English narratives by native English speakers and Chinese EFL learners’ spoken
Chinese narratives based on the same video prompt. Results show that Chinese EFL learners differ strikingly from native speak—
ers in expressing the peripheral arguments ( e. g. instrument source) and show less specificity in describing the subtleties of
motion events. Besides there appears to be a tendency of explicitation of the affected objects ( i. e. theme) in Chinese learn—
ers’ spoken English narratives. As for figure-ground configuration significant differences are observed in the use of preposi—
tions. The learners are likely to ignore the derived and peripheral meaning of some prepositions and constantly resort to their
L1 Chinese spatial concepts. To put it in a nutshell on semantic and conceptual dimensions Chinese EFL learners’ spoken
English narratives demonstrate L1 transfer.
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