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Discourse Marker Na(ge)( ( )) and Its Functions
in Spoken Chinese

Xu Jigjin

N ational Research Center f or Foreign L anguage Education,
Beijing Foreign Studies University, Beijing 100089

Abgract Drawing on 8. 22 hours of naturally occurring spoken Chinese data, four pragmatic
functions of non-deictic na(ge) ( ( )) are recognized according to their phonetic variations, pos-
tions amidst the flow of discourse,and interactivity they are desgned to achieve. Th paper pointsout
that speakers frequent and strategic use of discourse marker na(ge) ( ( )) enablestheintersubjec
tification among both parties of the discourse and thereby conducing to discursve and social interac-
tion. The comparison of the discourse marker na(ge ( ( )) in telephone and fact-to-face conversa
tions shows that na(ge ( ( )) is much more used in telephone conversations.

Keywords na(ge ( ( )) discourse markers pragmatic functions discourse interaction

natural discourse corpus based approach
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