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Abstract: This paper investigates disciplinary variation in academic discourse and epistemological and cultural constraints on
language use. By utilizing Beijing CARE corpus and correspondence analysis and drawing on Becher’ s (1989) classification
framework the study explores the relationship between language use and disciplinary categories as reflected in the use of evalu—
ative it patterns in research articles within the area of hard-pure hard-applied soft-pure and soft-applied disciplines and ana—
lyzes the usage pattern of it patterns and the corresponding epistemological factors based on the emergent disciplinary groups
yielded from correspondence analysis. The findings suggest that the differences in the use of it patterns correspond to the broad
distinctions 1. e. hard/soft and pure/applied. It is argued that epistemological precepts shape the use of language to a large
extent. Nevertheless due to the unique disciplinary culture and interdisciplinary trend disciplinary communities bear distinc—
tive linguistic conventions as well which indicates that epistemology does not have a generative role on language use. Implica—
tions for EAP teaching are discussed in the end.
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