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A Critical Discourse Study of the Construction of
Changsha’s Overseas Image

CHEN Tianxin XU Jia4in

Abstract: Based on the 12.5-billion-word NOW English news corpus this paper investigates the
discourse representation and image construction of Changsha by overseas media from 2010 to
2021. Results show that overseas media have notable topic preference and national differences.
Finance industrial technology sports and tourism are the foci of overseas media. The media from
Singapore the United States and the Philippines contributed the most reports on Changsha.
Singapore media are most interested in the commerce of Changsha American reports center around
the academic development of Changsha universities and Philippine media focus on the basketball
events in Changsha. Overseas media show less interest in the historical and cultural relics and lifestyle
of Changsha. Therefore it is recommended that Changsha develop a rounded international image
accordingly.

Key words: Changsha; overseas media; international image; NOW English news corpus; critical

discourse analysis
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